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for the
week

Mass

Intentions

. Paluch Co, I

SATURDAY VIGIL - December 8

5:00 P.M. + Patrick Thomas Maguire
Requested by the Shemeley family
Second Sunday of Advent
SUNDAY - December 9
7:30 AM. + Betty Brunetti
Requested by Beth & Anthony Molinaro
10:00 AM. + Jean Bilodeau (4th anniversary)
Requested by his wife & family
5:00 P.M. + Frederick “Frenchie” Beaulieu

Requested by Jo DeCosa
MONDAY - No scheduled Mass

TUESDAY - December 11
6:30 P.M. Living & deceased members of the
DeAlessio & Martin families
Requested by John DeAlessio & family

WEDNESDAY - December 12
8:00 AM. + James & Lucy Matts
Requested by Jo DeCosa

THURSDAY - December 13
6:30 P.M. + Kevin Frawley & Martin John Frawley
Requested by their family

FRIDAY - December 14
8:00 A.M. For the living & deceased children, staff
& families of Sandy Hook Elementary
School (6th anniversary)

SATURDAY VIGIL - December 15
5:00 P.M. Deceased members of the McCarthy
family
Requested by their family

SUNDAY - December 16

7:30 AM. + Anne Hyland Lillis (25th anniversary)
Requested by her family

10:00 AM. + Jack McPartland (9th anniversary)
Requested by his family

5:00 P.M. + Patrick Thomas Maguire

Requested by Kenneth & Deborah
Gathercole

St. Francis sends a final
farewell
to our dearly departed:
Mario Tomaino
Tracey Baranowski

The Sanctuary Lamp for the week
burns in memory of
Frances & Eric Koeble
6 Ingrid (Koeble) Church
\ Inga (Koeble) Phanco

Augusta & Christopher Born
Jeannette & Frederick Sprick

Requested by
Linda and Tomm Sprick
Edward Noonan
Karen Andrews

©1. 8. Paluch Co, Inc

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT

Will be held at St. Francis Xavier on the odd months
(January, March, May, July, September and November),
following the Friday 8:00 am Mass.

And it will be held at Our Lady of the Lakes on the even
months (February, April, June, August, October and
December), following the Friday 9:00 am Mass.

U
FroMThe PASTORS sk

Mark Your Calendars!!! The Archbishop of Hartford,
Leonard P. Blair, will be visiting our Parish on Sunday,
December 23rd. The Archbishop will celebrate the 10:00
a.m. Mass, with a reception in the Church hall following
the Mass. Please join us one and all.
Fr. Gerry

Joe Grimaldi
Joseph “Joe” Grimaldi passed away in November 2018
and St. Francis Xavier will be having a Memorial Mass
next Saturday, December 15th at 11:00 am. All are
welcome to attend. A reception will follow in the Church
hall.

Note:

Please contact the ushers at the back of Church; if the
Mass is being said for your loved one and you wish to
bring up the gifts!

Thank you and God bless.
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Christmas Schedule:
St. Francis Xavier:
Christmas Eve: Mon., Dec. 24th - 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m.
& *12:00 midnight
*A Christmas Music Program will be presented begin-
ning at 11:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve before the Midnight
Mass. All are welcome.
Christmas Day: Mon., Dec. 25th - 10:00 a.m.
** The Church, Faith Formation & Bookkeeping offices
will be closed from Mon., 12/24-Tues., 1/1/19.
Our Lady of the Lakes:
Christmas Eve: Mon., Dec. 24th - 4:00 p.m. Children’s
Mass and 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Day: Mon., Dec. 25th - 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.

Grotto Gift Shop Hours
Until Dec. 23 the Shop at the Shrine of Lourdes in Litchfield
will be open from 10:30am-4pm Tues.-Sat. & 11:30am-4pm
Sun. The shop is closed Mondays. www.shrinect.org

The gift tags should have been returned with the items wrapped
and the gift tag attached by this weekend (Dec. 8th & 9th). We
are helping 10 groups this year. Thanks in advance for helping.
I am also looking for some helpers to sort and deliver on Mon.,
Dec. 10th. We’ll start at 9am in the Church hall. Call Chris at
the office if you can help or if you have a question or problems
with your tag.

Support the Retirement Fund for Religious. A donor writes,
“Your flyer touched my heart -- seeing the retired religious,
such memories surfaced.” Do you remember the sisters,
brothers, or religious order priests who made a positive
difference in your life? Today many are elderly and need
assistance. Their religious communities struggle to meet
retirement needs while continuing to serve the People of God.
Please Give to next week’s second collection.

BEQUESTS
We appreciate the thoughtfulness of parishioners who have
made a bequest to St. Francis Xavier Parish. These charitable
gifts build our parish endowment to help pass on our Catholic
faith to future generations.

NEXT WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION will
benefit: Retirement Fund for Religious

i Sacrificial Giving

@ 1. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

OFFERTORY - =$4,462.00
5% % CATHEDRATICUM $245.41
5% % CATHOLIC SCHOOLS $245.41
ST. FRANCIS’ SHARE =$3,971.18
Monthly Collection =$2,790.00

> J. S. Paluch Co.. Inc

LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER WHO IS FAMILIAR
WITH WORD PRESS TO HELP THE ST. FRANCIS
XAVIER OFFICE STREAMLINE AND UPDATE OUR
WEBSITE. CALL JESSICA AT 860-354-5372.

“WHERE ARE THE TEENS?”

An open letter to my parish from your Youth Minister. I am
often asked this question when some of our parishioners are
looking to visibly see our teens making their faith a part of their
very busy life or wish to “see” them participating more at
certain Church events, including Mass. I would like to stand
for our amazing young people and give you an update on what I
know and where I “see” so many of our teens pre and post
Confirmation.

One young man is in the Seminary, One young woman is
discerning Religious life, One young man is leading a Bible
study at his University.

Twenty-four teens are teaching Faith Formation classes and the
majority are post Confirmation. This means every other week
from September through April they give 1.5 hours of time for
teaching, plus another .5 preparing lessons to pass on the Faith.
Seven are part of our Music Ministry regularly.

Four are part of the Usher teams post Confirmation.

Two are regular Lectors post Confirmation and three are
becoming Lectors.

Twelve are involved in community outreach through the Youth
Agency.

Several are involved in Scouting.

Seven went on our Mission Trip to Haiti last year. And Five are
planning so far to go this year. Three others have gone to other
places for Mission Trips.

Others volunteer at the local nursing homes. A few are helping
the Danbury Police Unit get funding for another K-9.

And more helped prepare, serve and clean up a Thanksgiving
meal to those in need in the Community.

And yet fifty one teens helped at our Veteran’s dinner.

They are involved in many ways inside and outside our Church
doors. I am always blown away by how they use the gifts God
has given them and I am grateful.

Can they make it to every Parish event planned......no, but it
doesn’t mean the aren’t doing a variety of great things. They
are here and they do give us HOPE!

Please continue to pray and support our young people as they
discover the plan God has for their life.

I will give regular updates on their journeys.

Thank you and God bless!

Love,

Sue Pullen

PARISH COUNCIL
Our next parish council meeting will take place on Thurs.,
Dec.13th at 7:00 p.m. in the Church hall.
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CLASSES WEEK OF: Dec. 16th
11:30am - 1:00pm gr. K-Confirm.

Sun., Dec. 16th

Sun., Dec. 16th  2:45-4:15pm  gr. 2-Confirm.
Mon., Dec. 17th  3:00-4:30 pm Confirmation
Mon., Dec. 17th  6:30-8:00 pm grades 6-8
Tues., Dec. 18th  3:30-5:00 pm grades K-2
Tues., Dec. 18th  6:30-8:00 pm grades 6-8
Wed., Dec. 19th  3:30-5:00 pm grades 3-5
Wed., Dec. 19th  6:30-8:00 pm Confirmation

CLASSES WEEK OF: Jan. 6, 2019

Sun., Jan. 6th  11:30am - 1:00 pm gr. K-Confirm.
Sun., Jan. 6th  2:45-4:15pm gr. 2-Confirm.
Mon., Jan. 7th  3:00-4:30 pm Confirmation
Mon., Jan. 7th  6:30-8:00 pm grades 6-8
Tues., Jan. 8th  3:30-5:00 pm grades K-2
Tues., Jan. 8th  6:30-8:00 pm grades 6-8
Wed., Jan. 9th  3:30-5:00 pm grades 3-5
Wed., Jan. 9th  6:30-8:00 pm Confirmation

Faith Formation 860-354-5372
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9:00am - 5:00pm
We are closed for lunch (12:30-1:30pm)
The offices are closed on Fridays.

Altar Server
We are looking for Altar Servers for ALL the Masses, if
you have made your First Communion, please consider
becoming an Altar Server. We need YOU!! Contact Mr.
Pete Tagley at 860-868-7821.

Teen - Giving & Receiving

Our annual Christmas party for ALL 9th, 10th, 11th &
12th graders will be held on Sun., Dec. 16th following the
S5pm Mass. This evening will include a service project
and social time. Food, drinks, grab bag and FUN will be
enjoyed by all. Parent pick up will be at 8:30 pm. Bring
a friend and a pair or two of warm socks. Please call Sue
with any questions at 860-354-5372.

St. Francis Xavier Parish
BAD WEATHER CANCELLATION POLICY
2018-2019
As winter approaches, the following policy is in place for
delays/cancellations of parish activities, etc.

If school is cancelled, all parish functions are cancelled except
MASS. For grades K-10, each class will be allowed two snow
days for the year. The lessons missed in classes K-8 will be
given out at their next class and then completed at home and
brought to their next class. We will notify you if it becomes
necessary to makeup additional snow days.

If school is delayed (e.g. delayed 3 hours or less), afternoon
functions such as Faith Formation classes, evening meetings/
events will still take place at their regular time.

This policy does NOT affect Sunday Masses or Masses on Holy
Days of Obligation, unless the Governor declares a State of
Emergency.

MASS will always be at the regularly scheduled time. Please
use your discretion in inclement weather.

For information about school closings and delays, please check
our app or our facebook page or watch your local Connecticut
T.V. news stations to receive notifications and/or cancellation
information. When possible we’ll also send out text/emails, but
the very best way to be notified immediately is with the Parish
App. If you have not signed up please so go right now by
texting App to 88202 for the download.

Thank you and God bless,
Fr. Gerry, Fr. Chacko, Deacon Roland, Deacon Al, Chris,
Sue and Jessica

SUBSTITUTES
Adults and teens are you able to help substitute teach or
assist in a Faith Formation classroom on a:
Sunday from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm OR 2:45 - 4:15 pm
Monday from 3:00 - 4:30 pm OR 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Tuesday from 3:30 - 5:00 pm OR 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Wednesday from 3:30 - 5:00 pm OR 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Please call Sue or Jessica with your availability.

Child Student Desks & Chairs
We have 9 wood and metal classic student desks and chairs for
FREE. They are available here at the Parish Center (school
building). Please feel free to come by this coming week as we
are open Monday - Wednesday this week 9:00 am - 8:00 pm
and Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm. Call the office with
questions.

TRIBE Christmas Party
Our 6th, 7th & 8th graders are invited to a party on Sat., Dec.
15th following the 5 pm Mass. Bring a grab bag gift (spend no
more than $5.) and we will all enjoy a pot luck dinner. Parent
pick up is 8:30 pm. Any questions please call Sue Pullen at
860-354-5372 or email her at spullen@sfxnewmilford.org

Reminder: Confirmation year 2

Candidates need to write a letter to Archbishop Blair as
to why they want to be confirmed. This will be handed in
to Mrs. Pullen and then given to Fr. Gerry for review.
(This does not have to be a thesis, but a firm statement of
intention, commitment and plan for your future
involvement in the life of the Church). This letter needs
to be legible (either typed or hand written) in proper letter
format. Any questions contact Sue in the office at
860-354-5372 or by email spullen@sfxnewmilford.org
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WOMEN’S GUILD CHRISTMAS PARTY

It’s a Christmas champagne & hors d’oeuvres party! All
women of the parish are invited to come on Tues., Dec. 12th at
7 pm in the Church hall. If you wish to participate in a gift
exchange, bring a small wrapped present worth $10-$15 at
most. We’re going to play a little bingo & eat hors d’oeuvres &
dessert too. Please RSVP to Ellen Cote at 860-354-5883 or
ebcote@yahoo.com to let us know you’re coming (we want to
have enough champagne). There will also be sparkling cider &
coffee. Come enjoy this wonderful Christmas season with us.

SOCKS
Winter is upon us and we are collecting warm socks for the
men and women of our Homeless Shelter. Please leave them in
the Church hall or have your child bring them to Religion class.
Any questions please call Sue Pullen.

Luminary Sales

Remember and honor someone on Christmas Eve. The bags
will be lit during the First Mass on Christmas Eve and bring
beautiful light to surround our Church grounds all night. You
may purchase your luminary for $5 for one or $10 for three.
All proceeds will benefit our Steubenville retreat this summer.
The sales will take place after all Masses the weekend of Dec.
15&16 and 22&23 or you may stop in the office at anytime to
purchase one or more.

Sponsored by our
Knights of Columbus
Every Monday night
VFW Hall (Avery Road, New Milford)
Doors open at 5:45 p.m.
BINGO begins at 6:30 p.m.

HEHAS GIVEN. IS “PEACE LIGHT”

Come to St. Francis Xavier to receive the “Peace
@ Light” from the Grotto in Bethlehem where Jesus

was born!  On Thursday, December 20th
following the 6:30 pm Mass or about 7:15pm.
We will be receiving the “Peace Light” to share
with our parishioners. You will need to bring
your own candle to receive the “Peace Light”
and a way to safely transport it home. Any
questions call Jessica at 860-354-5372.

@1, 8. Paluch Co,, Inc.

Items for the Missions
If you have any of the following items: rosaries, prayer cards,
medals, small religious books, Bibles, etc. to send to the
missions, please contact Judy at 860-354-7254 or leave the
items at Church clearly marked as a donation for the Missions.
Thank you for your past generosity.

OFFICES CLOSED:
The St. Francis Xavier offices (main, Faith Formation,
bookkeeping & HINS) will be closed from 12:15 - 3:15 on
Thursday, December 13 so that the staff may enjoy a Christmas
luncheon together. Please leave a message on our answering
machines and we will get back to you upon our return.

©]J. S. Paluch Co., Inc

What Can I Give Him?
Do you have time to spend with our young people? We need
faithful adults to join our youth ministry teams. This would
entail having to help plan, implement and sometimes donate a
food item(s), one evening a month. We are looking to grow
our group of adult volunteers to be present to the needs of our
youth. The one night a month would be on a Sunday (high
school) or Saturday (middle school) from 6:00-9:00 pm. (This
includes clean up time after youth leave). The high school
group meets two times a month, but if we could get enough
volunteers you would only have to be attending one night. This
is a gift that will bless your life and the lives of those around
you. Being part of someone's journey in this way is a honor.
Please contact Sue Pullen to join this ministry at 860-354-5372.

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion
If you would like more information about becoming an E.M.,
please contact Deacon Al Gambone at 860-946-9776 or email
Alfred.gambone@gmail.com

New Lending Library at St. Francis Xavier
Donna-Marie Cooper-O’Boyle has started a lending library for
our parish. There are books in the shelves in the vestibule.
Please borrow one or two at a time, returning them in a timely
manner. Do not add books, if you wish to donate leave them in
the Church hall and Donna will make sure they are in line with
the Church. Any questions email her at DMCOBoyle@aol.com

Wisdom House:
baked

' Holiday
7. _ goods  fundraiser.

=== The holiday cookie
trays are $30. each tray contains about 60-80 cookies.
Auvailable till Fr., Dec. 21 at noon. Call 860-567-3163 or
email programs@wisdomhouse.org to place your order.

THANK YOU
We would like to thank all who supported our jewelry
sale fundraiser this past weekend. We are very grateful

for your donations and prayers for our Mission Trip to
Haiti. God bless. Sue Pullen

Advent Inspiration & Christmas Gift Giving
Due to illness we rescheduled; author Donna-Marie Cooper
O’Boyle will return after the Spm Mass on Sat., 12/15 & 7:30
& 10 am on Sun., 12/16. She will have her newest book
“Advent with Our Lady of Fatima” as well as her other
inspiring books available for purchase. Learn more at her
website: www.donnacooperoboyle.com




